Chris Gray & Loveless .1.
Official Biography

Loveless .1. (pronounced “Loveless 0One”) was Chris Gray’s solo
band’s name. It is perhaps one of his most obscure endeavors.
The name was used briefly from 2001 to 2002, between periods
when Chris Gray performed under his own name. I unfortunately
don’t have all of Chris Gray’'s demos, but I do have a few of
them. Since this post focuses on Chris Gray, let’'s review his
career.

Chris sang in Solace (1993-1994), New Day Rising (1994-1997,
1997-1998, 2000), Montgomery 21 (1995-1997), The China White
(1998-2000, 2001), Zyon (2000-2001), Loveless .1l. (2001-2002),
The Black Maria (2002-2007) and We the Vicious (2013-present).
In addition to singing, he played guitar in Montgomery 21, The
China White, Loveless .1. and We the Vicious. He also provided
guest vocals on two Ignorance Never Settles songs: Cacophony,
recorded in July of 1995 and which appears on the band’s full-
length Cycles of Consumption; and In Closing, recorded in
October of 1999 and which appears on their 1999 demo. He also
provided guest vocals Mare'’s song, Lucida, which was recorded
in the summer of 2000 and appears on the band’s first demo; on
The Sneak Preview song Until the Music Ends, recorded in March
of 2001 and which appears on their demo of the same name; and
on the Neverending White Lights song Ending of a Story which
appears on the 2005 album Act 1: Goodbye Friends of the
Heavenly Bodies.
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THE LOVESS 1. WEBSITE WILL BE ONLINE SHORTLY
/ ovelesy ..

DOWNLOAD “45° THE AGOUSTIC VERSION FROM THE UPCOMING
CD ON RE-DEFINE RECORDS.

SIGMN UP TO THE LOVELESS 1. MAILING LIST CLICK HERE FOR MORE MP3'5 BY LOVELESS .1.

Loveless .1. website ad promoting upcoming CD on Re-Define
Records, circa late 2001

After The China White broke up in June of 2000, Chris Gray
started writing acoustic music, which he planned to perform
under his own name. That month he recorded a four song demo
tape entitled “Songs from a Dead Man’s Heart", featuring the
tracks “Starqueen”, “Spring Mystery", “The Dead Man’s Heart”
and “Last Call” (I do not have this). However, before anything
could be made of this demo, he joined, that same month, local
post-hardcore band Clown Jerks as their new vocalist. Within
days the band changed name to “Zyon”, immediately taking up
Chris’ full time and leaving “Songs from a Dead Man’s Heart”
utterly undistributed and little replicated.

In the spring of 2001 Chris got the itch to write his own
material again and bought himself an 8-track recorder. During
Zyon's time off he recorded a nine song acoustic demo in the
veins of Tim Buckley, Cat Stevens and Simon and Garfunkel.
This demo too was poorly distributed and remained within the
hands of close friends, as Zyon remained Chris’ priority. This
would change, however, in July of 2001 when Zyon disbanded,
having only been with Chris for twelve months.
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Now band-less, Chris decided to focus on a solo acoustic
singer/songwriter career, yet he liked the idea of having a
backing band. And so he called on Jeff Legris, who was at the
time still playing in Ellington, a local emo band that had
gone to the same high school as the members of Clown Jerks and
played many shows with Zyon. Jeff and Chris realized how much
they had in common and got working on new material for the
project together. This worked out so well that they abandoned
the idea of using Chris Gray’s own name and opted for a band
name. The first idea was to name the new project “The China
White”, thus reforming Chris’ old band. But that idea didn’t
last very long and apparently only played two shows under the
name.

Throughout the summer of 2001, a lengthy list of revolving
band members came and went, trying out for Chris Gray’s new
band. Practically every week Chris or Jeff brought in an all
new cast to fill positions, including Gary Rugala on bass,
another Gary (whose last name is still missing, previously
from The China White) on bass, Derek Petrella on drums, and
various other members of Zyon, Ellington or local bands that
Chris had met.

The “Chris Gray Band” (performing simply as “Chris Gray”)
played their first show in the fall of 2001 with Chris on
vocals and acoustic/electric guitar, Jeff Legris on guitar,
Gary (from The China White) on bass and Derek Petrella on
drums. By the end of the year, Dan Arcari from Ellington had
replaced Gary on bass and the line-up was expanded to include
Sonny Ciufo from Zyon on keyboards. It was with this line-up
that Chris Gray’s solo project became known as “Loveless .1.".
In an interview, Chris explained the band’s name as coming
from: “[..] a vulnerability to the music that we play. And when
is there more of a time of vulnerability then when you feel
loveless and by yourself? Hence the decimal one”.
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Loveless .1., circa 2002

Loveless .1. was already eyed by a local independent record
label. Back in early 2001, Re-Define Records started
distributing Zyon's debut, self-released CD, “The Wishing
Star”, which had come out in November of 2000. Re-Define
Records owners James Hamilton and Scott Willemsen then
approached Chris Gray about releasing a Montgomery
21 discography CD, which led to Chris attempting to reform the
brit-pop-emo band with a new line-up. The Montgomery 21
anthology was in the works for nearly a year before it was
finally dropped, Re-Define Records offering instead to sign
Loveless .1.. The new signing was made public on March 20th of
2002.

A week later Re-Define Records booked Loveless .1l.’'s studio
time at BWC Studios to track their first full-length with Greg
Dawson, set for release on July 2nd 2002. The band also landed
an article and interview in the March 21-27 2002 edition of
Hamilton’s View Magazine. In the magazine article, it was
announced that Loveless .l.’'s upcoming show on March 23rd 2002
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at The Hudson, would be filmed for a first promotional music
video. Unfortunately there are no traces of this video ever
being put together.



“THERE'S A VULNERABILITY to the music
thar we play,” says Chris Gray of his lat-
est project, Loveless.1, “and when is
there more of a time of vulnembilicy
then when you feel loveless and by
yourself — hence the decimal one.

Testing that logic will take you
through Blurs more bittersweet tan-
gents, the melancholy side of the Manic
Strect Preachers or even the master of
morose, Morrissey. Artistic leanings
aside, Giray has apparently always been
able to find a consortium of friends and
artists to make his art come to life.

As part of the Stoney Creek—cum-,
Toronto-based Zyon, Gray and compa-
ny made definite strides in both the

all-ages and bar scenes in their short |

time together with their
Goth-punk-metal hybrid. Finding
like-minded friends in SC emo kings
Eli.n;:tm‘l was a natural — the two
bands grew up together, leamed how
play their instruments alongside each
other, and often crossed paths.

Those bands are now defunct, but |

out of the ashes has risen a new a"o}".
Shedding the emo label, they're aiming
to create something more mature and
perhaps more accessible.

According o Gray, he and
Ellington’s Jeff Legris “had been wmlk-
ing abour taking over the music world
together, so we are going to follow
through on that plan.”

Along with Legris, Gray enlisted
Zyon'’s Derek Petrella on drums and
Sonny Ciufo on keyboards as well as
Ellingtons Dan Arcari on guitar and
has developed a solid unit if the demes
are any indication. The recordings
available at press time sugpest a clearer
slant towards the art of song, apparent

with a taste for things Anglophile.

“I've been a fan of Brit music for a
while now. | just enjoy honest, dramat-
ic music and I feel European bands tend
to do this best. They didn't seem to get
swept in to the whole rap/metal thing,
There was still a place for pood old fash-
ion rock music, they never forgot about
melody.”

“We're trying o ger away from thar
hardcore scene,” Gray continues. “1
began to feel that you're told what is
cool via message boards, et cerera. |
write what [ want from the heart, and if
old fans don't undemstand where I'm
coming from, I'm confident new ones
will feel whart ['m doing comes from my
soul.”

While no official CD release date
has been set, the hand is gearing up
with their label Re-define (distributed
through Sonic Unyon) to prepare for
the imminent release with a video as
well. This weekend's gig will be filmed
for a bio promo clip but a full-fledged
video will be shor in May for “Sunday
Soldiers™.

Loveless.1 plays the Hudson this
Saturday, March 23. Cover is $5.

WACK CAT IS BACK
Curious about the whereabouts of the
irreverent and irrepressible hip-hop
send up The Wack MCs? Wondering
where Jlibeenaroc have absconded to?
You might want to hit up Carlito
Welch as he retumns with another one
of the projects he's pounding the skins
for — Trole, who make their Hamilton
debut this weekend.

While they may be new o these
parts, they're well connected with the
industry. The band's Filthy Gentlemen

MUSIC NOTES

BY RIC TAYLOR

Tour finds them concentrating on
puiting together a fullfledged profes-
sionial release ar Meralworks studios and
have a wealth of industry players col-
laborating including L. Stu Young
{Tina Turner) and session players like
Rich Underhill (Shuffle Demons) and
Randy Cooke (Alannah Myles).

The unofficial The llegal Bootdeg
Demos CD is an incredibly recorded
work already perhaps ready for the mar-
ketplace, but it seems the band strives
for perfection. ]J. Trole Tavlor
(vocals/guitar), Hamilton Welch on
dryms, n Josh Taylor (guitar) and
Jeftferson Fwakinikinov (bass) have a
sophisticated demo of a rock, jaz, folk
shuffle hybrid that any fan of jamming
can ger into. While the band concocts
the official Just A Gl EP 1o capitalize
on the buz, they're also plugging away
0T [OuT,

Trole plays Hudson this Friday,
March 22. Cover is $5.

MATH & THRASH

Having BROKEN IN their basement
space with a number of well-received
shows, the Sonic Unyon crew are ready
o christen the attic space of their
Wilson Street complex.

Freshly renovated and featuring
soaring ceilings and a lounge arca, the
spare but roomy third-{loor vault is the
latest addition to the city’s circuir of
musical venues. It will get a workout
this Friday when an explosive hardcore
bill tesches down,

Boston-based punk pioncers
Converge meld metal and hardcore w
create their signature, evolving sound.
Although cathartic, chaotic intensity is
a hallmark of their music, the

kK Kk BANDS! PROMOTERS! e-mail event details to musicnutes@viewmag.dﬁ;l_

Loveless.1l. in View magazine, March 20-27th 2002, page 10:

Music Notes.
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Re-Define Records were such fans of Chris Gray’s music that
they offered to put out more of his back catalog while
Loveless .1.'s album was ready. Their first idea was to
release a two-song CD single, using material from the 8-track
acoustic demo recorded in the spring of 2001. This was to be
part of an acoustic series for the label. To help promoting
this, and his entire solo career, Chris Gray got himself a
website (www.chrisgrayonline.com). But Re-Define Records’
entire acoustic series didn’t end up happening Chris Gray’s
demos remained unreleased. Instead Loveless .1l. spent March
and April demoing five songs; “45“, “Comatose”, “Cut the
Cancer", "One Foot in the Grave” and “Sunday’s Soldiers".

Re-Define Records was doing well with Canadian distribution
but for the European market, Winter Recordings was the first
to approach the band. Winter Recordings had re-issued Zyon's
“The Wishing Star” back in the spring of 2001 and wanted the
same deal for Loveless .1.’'s upcoming release. When Chris Gray
signed with Winter Recordings he also promised that Loveless
.1. would play a series of shows in Europe that summer. Winter
Recordings quickly used a song from the BWC Studios session,
“Sunday’s Soldiers” on their Various Artists sampler “The
Beauty Of Resistance"; this turned out to be the only song to
receive an official release by Loveless.l.

the

ECECRET COMEPIRRCH OFT
INCENDIARY RECORDS
WINTER RECORDINGS
BURMING SEASON RECORDS

FEATURING 12 ARTISTS
UNRELEASED

TONS OF
AND NEW STUFF

FOR FREE

ART RO USE STEAL NG

The Beauty Of Resistance —
A Secret Conspiracy Of The
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Following Collectives:
Incendiary Records -—
Winter Recordings -
Burning Season Records

Chris Gray's website logo, designed by
The Takeover Group, 2002

Throughout May of 2002 more footage was filmed at their live
shows and it was finally revealed that “Sunday’s Soldiers” had
been selected to be the first single. But problems occurred
within the band, caused mostly by varying levels of commitment
from the members. Before the end of May, both Derek and Dan
were out of the band. A show was already book at C’est What in
Toronto on June 1lst of 2002, and Chris decided to perform it
on his own, as an acoustic set. It is unsure if more shows
were performed as “Loveless .1.” featuring Chris only.
Needless to say, Loveless .1.’'s album was never recorded nor
released.

Chris Gray continued playing solo shows that summer, often re-
arranging songs acoustically from his previous bands. Some of
these included The China White’s “The Dark Child” and “Until
the End“, Zyon's “Believer” and Loveless .1.’'s “Comatose” and
“Sunday’s Soldiers”. He also covered Radiohead’s “Fake Plastic
Trees". He performed at C’est What again on July 12th and then
at another venue in Hamilton in late July.
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Chris Gray, “Live @ Gatesgill”. Re-Define Records, August 5th
2002.

Re-Define Records quickly found a new proposition for Chris
Gray: they would fully finance the recording, pressing and
distribution of his next solo album. This time, Chris wasted
no time and in mid-July he recorded five songs at Gatesgill
Studio. The session was done on the basics: live off the floor
with only one mic. Chris Gray sang and played his acoustic
guitar in single takes. This recording session yielded the
songs “Phase Out", “Stereo", "Race Car", "“Sunday’s Soldiers”
and “The Ones"“. At least some, possibly all, of these songs
originated from the planned Loveless .1. album. The limited
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edition CD (500 copies), appropriately titled “Live @
Gatesgill"”, was quickly hand-packaged into a digipak and was
ready by August 1lst of 2002. But Re-Define Records only
started selling it on August 5th.

Chris felt terrible about not keeping his promise to Winter
Recordings, two years in a row. In 2001 he promised that Zyon
would tour Europe, then in 2002 that Loveless .1l. would do the
same. He took his vacation time from work and planned a solo
two week European tour. Chris left on August 2nd 2002 and
played at least seven shows in Europe:

= 2002-08-03 Amsterdam, Netherlands
= 2002-08-07 London, England

= 2002-08-08 Leverkusen, Germany

= 2002-08-09 Hanau, Germany

= 2002-08-11 Bellinzona, Switzerland
= 2002-08-14 Koksijde, Belgium

= 2002-08-7?7 France



Chris Gray in London, England August 7th
2002
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Chris Gray performing in
Leverkusen, Germany, August
8th 2002

Chris Gray performing in
Leverkusen, Germany, August
8th 2002

Chris Gray at Winter
Recordings’ house resting
in August 2002
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Chris Gray performing in Koksijde,

on August 14th 2002

Chris Gray performing
in Koksijde, Belgium on
August 14th 2002

Chris Gray at the
airport, going back
home after the tour

Belgium
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In late September of 2002 he decided that the full band idea
may work again, under his own name. So he brought back Sonny
and Jeff from the original line-up and added Alan Nacinovic
(also from Zyon), on bass and Dave Cairns from The China
White, on drums. This line-up, under the name “Chris Gray”,
played their first show on September 25th of 2002, followed by
more shows throughout the fall and winter of 2002. One was a
memorable show on October 11th 2002 at the Grog Shop 1in
Cleveland, Ohio with Leo and A Colder Year. They also started
recording more demos for a planned album, again for Re-Define
Records, but this time under the “Chris Gray” band moniker.
Another show took place on October 26th 2002 at C’est What
with Charley Beck Band.

But all these plans and hopes were soon to decrease
tremendously when Chris, Derek and Alan started up a new,
untitled, post-hardcore band, in November of 2002. That band
would be announced as “The Black Maria” in March of 2003.
After this, Chris Gray would appear live as a solo musician
far and few in between. However there were peaks, such as
playing a full acoustic show, live on 102.1 The Edge, a famous
Toronto radio station, on February 7th 2003. Chris also played
in Hamilton in the spring of 2003, where he recorded the
entire show and put it up for download on his website.

In August of 2003, Gregg Wolfe and Mike De Eyre, who were
attending the Harris Institute and taking a class in audio
production, invited Chris to record some of his new solo
material for a school project. Also in the class and part of
their four-way production team were Paul Filippelli (who had
played in a reformed lineup of New Day Rising) and Shaun
Staples. While Chris was responsible for singing and guitars,
Greg handled bass, Mike keyboards and drumming duties were
divided between Paul and Shaun. During the day of recording,
four songs were tracked and produced by the four students. One
of these songs, “Are You Out There” would be used on a benefit
compilation for The Montreal Brain Tumor Research Center


http://abridgedpause.com/the-black-maria

titled “SOL0O0” and released in November of 2003. On November
28th of 2003, Chris Gray played an acoustic show at Moe’s
Tavern in Waterdown.

I was not able to find any information concerning shows played
from December 2003 to January 2007. If he ever performed
during random off-dates from The Black Maria heavy touring
schedule or during empty spots while back home, I am not yet
aware of 1it.
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When The Black Maria recorded their second album, “A Shared
History of Tragedy” in April of 2006 with Mike Green in Los
Angeles, California, Chris started thinking about moving out
there. During his time off from touring, he started his second
professional career as an MMA fighter, which he pursued full
time after The Black Maria’'s breakup in the spring of 2007.
Chris came back to Toronto in early 2009 and didn’t waste time
getting back to playing shows. He performed his first show
(that I could find) back in Ontario on February 26th 2009 at
The Bovine Sex Club with The Cavaliers and Chris Cresswell and
DJ Adam Kreeft. A month later, on March 20th 2009, he
performed at Holy Joe’s in Toronto, accompanied by Jeff Legris
on guitar and Mike De Eyre on keyboards for a notable cover of
Montgomery 21's “The Hero Trilogy“. Chris was so excited about
playing shows again that he hired a young new photographer,
Heidi Ram, to take a photoshoot on April 3rd of 2009,
promoting his acoustic guitar. Chris felt that he had aged
quite a bit since the days of playing in The Black Maria and
didn't want to use dated pictures to promote his new solo
comeback.
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I wasn’t able to find more dates for 2009, but by the end of
the year, Chris had composed and compiled four new songs which
he wanted to document. On January 9th 2010 he recorded this
new EP with producer Vanya Drakul, which was released as “Into
the Flood"“. Weather it was to promote this new release, or
simply for fun, Chris met up again with Heidi Ram in May of
2010 to do a second photoshoot, this time without the guitar.
The EP never received any promotion or an official release.
Chris Gray would only send mp3s, with no art to a select few.
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On March 6th 2011 he played at Lou Dawgs in Toronto as part of
the Friends Fest, accompanied live on second acoustic guitar
by Nelson Sobral. Over a year later he participated in the
Friends Fest, when he performed alone, acoustically, on May
14th 2012. Chris Gray'’'s live appearances have remained quite
rare, and usually kept on the low profile. Many more demos may
have been recorded over the year, but few have surfaced
outside his circle of friends. Since November of 2013, Chris
has been singing and playing guitar in a new band, We the
Vicious.
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Download the Lovelss .1. demo plus some Chris Gray solo stuff.
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